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I joined the Inter-school Solo
Verse Speaking Competition
last year. I was very excited
because it was the first time I
had taken part in such a

competition.

A few months before the
competition, I began to practise.
My coach is not Chinese; he is
Canadian. I found it so difficult
to communicate with him in
English, but I always listened to
his advice and chatted with him
in my spare time because I wanted
to improve my English. I feel very

fortunate to have had the chance

An Unforgettable Experience

to spend so much time with him

one on one.

On the day of the competition,
my heart was beating very fast and

I was breathing heavily. I was

48 Ho Yan Kin

very nervous until the end of the
competition. Although my
performance was not excellent,
I was satisfied with the result.
I want to get a better result this
year, so [ will work hard to

improve my performance.

[ am grateful to my
English teacher because his
training helped improve my

oral standard. He helped me gain
more confidence in my ability to
speak English. I really enjoyed the
experience. I will strive harder
this year and I won't disappoint

him.

Since Hong Kong was handed
over to China, the relationship
between Hong Kong and
Shenzhen has been getting closer
and closer. As a result, the
transportation network is
becoming better. Such

convenience is attractive to

consumers, so more and more

Shopping in Shenzhen

Hong Kong people are willing to
go shopping in Shenzhen rather
than in Hong Kong. Does this
situation really benefit shoppers?
And how does it affect Hong

Kong shop owners?

Let us first discuss the pros and

cons for shoppers. Firstly and

78 Eric Wong

most obviously, everything is
cheaper in Shenzhen. Not only
are services such as hair-cuts
cheaper, but goods like bags and
electrical products are as well.
Low prices mean that families can
afford to shop to their heart's
content and enjoy a big meal

together for a fraction of the cost
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it would be in
Hong Kong.
Furthermore,
streets and
shopping malls
in Shenzhen are
not as crowded
as those in
Hong Kong so
people need not
fight through
crowds of
people and wait
in long queues.
Rather, people

can enjoy

shopping ina

relaxed atmosphere. Shenzhen
also provides more choices for
shoppers as the selection of goods
available is wide and varied.
Finally, we should not forget to
mention the convenience of
transportation, which naturally
acts as a catalyst for shopping in

Shenzhen.

But when we are enjoying low-
price products, we should
consider the risk. We all know
that law enforcement in Shenzhen
is inferior to that in Hong Kong.
There are a lot of robbers and
pickpockets waiting for careless
customers! Moreover, product
safety as well as quality cannot be

taken for granted. Accidents can

occur unexpectedly. Unsafe

products may cause serious

injuries as well as property loss.

Now, let's talk about the effects
on the Hong Kong shop owners.
Some people say that people
shopping in Shenzhen will
stimulate the competitiveness of
shops in Hong Kong, leading
them to provide better service, and
lower the prices of their products.
However, such arguments omit
one important factor. The living
standard is very different between
the two places. We can hardly
guarantee Hong Kong shop
owners reasonable profits if they
sell goods at similar prices to

those in Shenzhen. Rather,

shoppers going
to Shenzhen
can reduce the
profits of local
shop owners,
thete by
impeding the
growth of the
Hong Kong
economy. As a
result, the Hong
Kong economy

will take a

longer time to
recover from
the current
economic slow-
down. This will affect not only the
shop owners, but also all Hong

Kong people.

In conclusion, shoppers should
think twice before going shopping
in Shenzhen. They may save some
money, but they may need to pay
the invisible price of buying
unsafe or fake products, and
weaken the Hong Kong economy
in the process. Shoppers should
stop to try and see the big picture
before crossing the border to take
advantage of a few bargains.
Doing so will be beneficial to all
Hong Kong people in the long

run.



