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Challenges

Today, we are challenged by a new disease —

SARS. Never have I heard of such a terrible disease. It has
already killed about three hundred people in Hong Kong.

At the beginning of March, one of the hospitals in
Shatin found the first case of SARS. At that time, nobody
thought that it was a horrible disease. When we discovered

that it was, it was too late!

In April, the number of people catching SARS
increased sharply. About two thousand people caught the
disease. I felt very frightened during this month because I
worried about whether or not my family and I would catch
SARS. All schools in Hong Kong were also closed at that

time.

I was very sorry to hear that a doctor was killed by
SARS when she looked after SARS patients. I think she was
very brave because she sacrificed her life to save the patients.
Not many people are willing to do that. People in Hong Kong
are proud of her and I hope she can enjoy her life in another

world!

Fortunately, the number of patients has been
decreasing, as has the number of deaths. However, people
are still afraid of SARS and Hong Kong’s economy has
suffered greatly during the SARS outbreak.

I believe that we shall overcome this difficult period

very soon!

4S Ip Ka Chun

A Year

W Wil Moy Suvn Foeger

We shall overcome this difficult year. There are many
things that have happened. There were not enough jobs for all
the Hong Kong people. The war in Iraq and Atypical Pneumonia
headlined the news all over the world. Among all these things,

the most important crisis that affected Hong Kong was SARS.

SARS has really affected Hong Kong's economy. It
made many shops, stores and restaurants shut down since nobody
went out. They preferred staying at home. Also at that time, we
could see that Hong Kong people were not as selfish as what
we had thought in the past. Everyone helped each other. This

encouraged me a lot.

During these few weeks, the number of people that have
contracted SARS has decreased. We still should not let our
guard down. We still need to do our best to keep the environment
clean. We also need to check our body temperature, wear a face
mask and wash our hands every day. The most important is to
develop a healthy lifestyle by eating well, exercising regularly

and getting sufficient rest. We shall overcome.

4S Chan Kwok Lun



During the SARS outbreak in Hong
Kong, all students stopped going to school.
They had a long, special “holiday". During
this holiday, teachers used the Internet
to keep in contact with the students. They
gave exercises and homework to the
students. This prevented the students from
wasting their time. The students could use

the Internet to find information and learn
the knowledge. Although the Internet
proved to be useful during this “holiday",
most students came to a common conclusion

Thanks!

-_ —_—

lm \4

Cﬁ”“ﬂ’

by the end of it: the Internet cannot replace
schools.

After this “holiday”, I feel that school and teachers are very important.
In school, students can study together. It can create a good atmosphere for
students to work hard. Then, we can meet like-minded people and build lasting
friendships. When we have problems, we can talk to our friends fo solve them.
Studying together is more fun and motivating.

Moreover, regular lessons in school keep me disciplined. It's difficult to

ez dnd Classma

can push me to study hard. I can learn
to accept responsibility.

In this holiday, I felt bored
staying at home. When I had questions
about my homework, I couldn't ask my
teachers for help. On the other hand,
T can get instant feedback from them
when I am in school. In class, teachers
can have eye contact with the students
and see the students' facial
expressions, and students can let the

teacher know if they understand.

T used to wonder if studying
from home would replace normal
schools in the future. My experience
during the SARS outbreak has taught
me that technology will never be able
to replace people. I now appreciate my
classmates and teachers more than

ever.

study all day at home with so many distractions nearby. The regular examinations

We Shall Overcome K&

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndromes (S.A.R.S.) is a Killer virus which has been spread around the world. The damage of this virus had
inflicted upon Hong Kong has been incalculable. The images of Hong Konyg seen around the world in recent months did not depict a dynamic business

6A Pau Hoi Tik

hub, but a ghost town. Schools were closed; employees sent fiome, whole residential blocKs quarantined, and everyone wore facemasks.

The SARS outbreak is not, of course, the direct fault of the Hong Kong government, and it is just bad [uck that its name mimics that of the
SAR. But it should be a wake-up call to a government that has consistently neglected health and quality of life considerations in its obsession with
economics.

The SARS outbreak put a heavy strain on Hong Kong's health-care system. Faced with a suige in the number of SARS patients,
our public hospitals small stock of masKs, protective gowns and goggles, normally reserved for and patients in scarcely used infection
wards, quickly ran out. Medical worKers who witnessed more and more of their colleagues falling victim to the SARS virus were
greatly distressed that they were not getting adequate protection because of stretched supplies.

Needless to say, it is the Hospital Authority’s responsibility to offer adequate protective clothing in order to give frontline health-
more confidence to fight against SARS. As we all know, health-care workers worked day and night to safequard the well being of our community. I am
proud of the courageous health-care workers. They always put patients’ health first, even under threat.

Their dedication towards their job indeed has saved a lot of people so we need to do our best to support them. I think it is the time to increase
people ™ awareness of personal hygiene. In fact, I do not like wearing facemasKs as it makes me feel very uncomfortable, but I have worn one throughout
the crisis. It is because it is our responsibility to protect ourselves, and help reduce the number of infections.

Since the outbreak of the SARS, houses and streets are being cleaned much more thoroughly and frequently than ever before. Also, the lifestyle
of Hong Kong people has changed. People tend to go to bed earlier and rise earlier in the morning. One can only wonder if such habits will continue

6A Fong Chung
6

once the SARS outbreak becomes a memory.
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12. 54th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival
Solo Verse Speaking-Prize Winners: Name Class Award Lam Man Kit 2A Proficiency
Chow Ho Pan 2A Proficiency = Chan King Pui 2A Proficiency Leung Man Chun 2A
Proficiency Tsang Pui Yuen 2A Proficiency ~Wu Wai Hung 3A Proficiency Yeung Yin
3A Proficiency  Yu Tsun Hong 3B Proficiency Kwok Tsz Kin 4S Proficiency Yip Man
Yin 6S Proficiency Wong Wai 6S Merit
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